Towards excellence in quality patient care: a clinical pathway for myocardial infarction.
A major initiative to implement a clinical pathway for myocardial infarction has provided a model on which to further develop pathways within our organization. Two of the primary objectives were to reduce time to thrombolysis and length of stay. Two years after the implementation of the myocardial infarction pathway there has been a reduction in the thrombolysis times from 80 to 49 min and in length of stay from 7.28 to 6.13 days. These results highlight significant improvements in patient and process outcomes. There is heightened awareness about best practice for patients who have sustained myocardial infarctions.